108. THE ELECTIONS AT THE CAPE

The Progressive Party has won perhaps beyond expectations. Even
those who were most hopeful never thought that it would have a clear
majority of five in the Assembly. We tender our humble congratulations to
Dr. Jameson on his victory. The success of his party, let us hope, is a happy
augury for the British Indians at the Cape, although they have not so
many grievances at the Cape as in Natal or the Transvaal and the
Orange River Colony. At the Cape, too, the tendency of late has been to
take away their rights, and we have to thank the Bond Party for the anti-
Indian alterations that were made in the Cape Immigration Restriction
Act. It was Mr. Merriman and his friends who carried the amendment to
the draft Bill to regulate immigration into the Colony applying it to British
subjects also. We are aware that the Bond approached and tried to induce
Coloured people at the Cape to give the few votes they have to the Bond
candidates. And although, perhaps, there is not much to choose between
the Progressive and the Bond men, so far as the British Indians are con-
cerned, if a choice were to be made, we have no hesitation in saying -that
the Progressives should have the preference. Indeed, Dr. Jameson came
forward quite frankly and stated that he did not believe in any distinctions
being made between British subjects, except on the score of civilisation.
That is a statement to which no one could take any exception. We can
only hope that the wprthy Doctor, now Premier of the Colony, will not
swallow his own words and yield either to the interested clamour of
rival traders, or to the agitation of the Bond, to curtail the rights and
liberties of the British Indians residing in the old Colony.
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109. THE DEALERS9 LICENSES ACT
The Durban Town Council has once more proved what a terrible
engine of oppression the Dealers' Licenses Act is to the traders. One Mr.
J.S. WooHson has been in trade for the last three years, as appears from the
proceedings. This year, however, the Licensing Officer took it into his
head to refuse to renew his license. No reasons were given for it, and the
aggrieved trader, therefore, procured Mr. Askew's services and has gone
through the farce of an appeal which is provided for in the Act. Mr. Askew
was, however, groping in the dark as he did not know on what grounds
his client's bread had been taken away from him. He had only guessed that
his client's books were not properly kept, and now wanted to know defini-
tely whether that was the cause for refusal. The Mayor, therefore, called
for the report of the Licensing Officer, but Mr. Askew was not to see it as